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EDITORIAL

Robbery not
ever a game
Area law enforcement meets

challenge of recent crime spree
It’s no game of cops and robbers.
For the victims of an armed rob-

bery, it’s probably one of the most
traumatic events in their lives.

This past weekend, we listed a
number of armed and strong-arm
robberies in Monongalia and Preston
counties in 2014.

We cited at least eight such cases
prior to a recent rash of four more
robberies that occurred in one week
in late March in these counties.

As such, some might tend to be-
lieve — if this were just a game — the
robbers are winning.

However, based upon recent de-
velopments and a closer examina-
tion of these cases, the robbers ap-
pear to be on the run.

Authorities have made several ar-
rests this year in these cases, includ-
ing four this past week, in connection
with the string of March robberies.

In another case, a warrant has
been issued for one armed-robbery
suspect in Pennsylvania.

We applaud local law enforcement
for its apparent speedy resolution of
these cases. More charges may be filed
against some of these suspects or oth-
ers as these investigations continue.

Eventually, the courts will deter-
mine these suspects’ guilt or inno-
cence. But for now, it appears law
enforcement is on the offensive.

Neither we nor the public are
generally privy to how these inves-
tigations are conducted, by design.

Not only does that keep suspects
in the dark, but it also prevents
general knowledge of certain details
that will ensure a robber’s convic-
tion from leaking out.

However, one result of these rob-
beries and arrests did become pub-
lic, and robbers should beware.

The Preston County Commission
announced this past week it would
provide funding to the Sheriff ’s De-
partment to put a uniformed officer
near Bruceton School.

T hat’s because two bank rob-
beries have occurred near that
school in less than a year.

Obviously, police cannot be sta-
tioned near every school, bank or
store to ward off robbers.

But this move in Preston serves a
dual purpose.

Stationing a deputy in a far-flung
corner of that county also allows for
a quick response to any call.

Far be it from us to advise law
enforcement officers on how to do
their job.

But much like the satellite office
established by the Monongalia County
Sheriff ’s Department near Blacksville
in recent years, this is a good move.

We would advise the courts, however,
to not allow anyone accused of armed
robbery to plead down a case.

Anyone who would wave a shot-
gun, a handgun or a knife in some-
one’s face is dangerous.

And if they’re stupid enough to
think they’re playing a game. they
should lose every time, for every
such crime.

Giving students
mic looks to be
risky business
REMEMBER THE HUE AND CRY last fall
when a Tennessee teacher told a
fifth-grader that she couldn’t
write about God as the person she
admired most?

Well, members of the state Leg-
islature didn’t forget. Even though
school officials quickly corrected
the teacher and apologized to the
family, lawmakers seized on the
incident to push for a bill designed
to protect student religious ex-
pression in public schools.

Recently, the “Religious View-
points Anti-discrimination Act”
passed both houses of the Ten-
nessee Legislature by huge mar-
gins and now awaits the gover-
nor’s signature.

Te n n e s s e e ’s new legislation is
the latest of a series of almost
identical laws pushed nationwide
by conservative Christian groups
in recent years.

The ostensible aim of all these
laws is to protect the right of
public school students to express
their religious views in class, as-
semblies and graduation cere-
monies. As the Tennessee bill
puts it, schools “may not discrim-
inate against the student based on
a religious viewpoint expressed
by the student on an otherwise
permissible subject.”

Actually, this is nothing new.
The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion (DOE) issued guidelines in
2003 outlining the religious rights
of students — guidelines that are
quoted verbatim in these state
laws. Much of what is in the DOE
guidance tracks what is allowed
under current law, according to
most legal experts.

It is widely accepted, for ex-
ample, that students have the
right to express their religious
views in homework, artwork and
class discussions — as long, of
course, as they fulfill the require-
ments of the assignment and their
comments are relevant to the sub-
ject under consideration.

What is disputed, however, is
where to draw the line on student
religious expression before a cap-
tive audience at school-sponsored
events. We know from Supreme
Court decisions that public
schools may not promote reli-
gious beliefs at school events —
even if they select a student to
deliver the religious message.

But the DOE and the state “re -
ligious viewpoint” laws assert
that when students are given the
opportunity to speak without
school officials controlling the
content of the speech, then such
expression is not school spon-
sored and may not be restricted
because of its religious content.
Call it a “free speech” moment
during which a student can talk
about faith or even offer a prayer.

Turning the podium over to
students, of course, can be a risky
business. Although the “re l i g i o u s
v i ew p o i n t ” laws would not require
officials to allow speech that was
profane, sexually explicit, defam-
atory or disruptive, the student
speech could include political or
religious views offensive to many.

Conservative Christian groups
promoting these laws appear will-
ing to take that risk.

In fact, lawmakers in Ten-
nessee and other states are hedg-
ing their bets by requiring schools
to create a pool of “student lead-
ers” from which the school-event
speakers will be chosen.

The bigger problem with these
laws, however, is not so much the
content but the potential for
abuse. In communities where one
religion dominates, school offi-
cials may view these laws as a
doorway to promote the majority
faith — doing through students
what the school may not do itself.

If public schools would actu-
ally let all students (not just the
designated “leaders”) speak
freely at school events, then free
speech might be well served.

But as written, these laws ap-
pear aimed at encouraging student
religious expression that will play
well to the audience.

CHARLES C. HAYNES is director of the
Religious Freedom Education Project at
the Newseum, in Washington, D.C. Web:
firstamendentcenter.org. Email:
chaynes@freedomforum.org.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Horrible treatment of
one of WVU’s finest

I have been at WVU as a
student and faculty member
for the last 20 years. I have
known coach Craig Turn-
bull since 1979 and am hor-
rified at the way he was ter-
minated from WVU.

I know coach Turnbull
has been a loyal representa-
tive of WVU. The sacrifices
he has made for this insti-
tution deserve much better
than to be told you are ter-
minated and not to go to your
office after a certain date be-
fore your contract is even up.

No contact with the team
yo u ’ve spent years with.
What kind of inhumane
place are you (WVU’s athlet-
ic director) running? What
happened to a dinner to com-
memorate the years, time
and talent a coach has given?
If you sent invitations and
charged money, hundreds of

his former wrestlers and
peers would come.

This is personal but not
just because of the long
friendship I have had with
the Turnbulls.

I am a faculty member. I
have seen this happen to
other faculty and staff and
each time I wonder if I’m
next. Why are we loyal to an
institution that will take our
time and commitment and
slap us in the face?

Why should anyone be
treated like this, ever? Other
coaches are allowed to act
like idiots on national TV
and they are paid more.

I have never seen any-
thing but professional com-
passionate coaching from
Turnbull. I have had the
pleasure of meeting former
wrestlers and know the deep
respect they have for him as
a coach and mentor in life.
This man deserves better
and these recent actions are

unacce ptable.
I am worried and ques-

tion the leadership that does
not talk to its employees.
Tur nbull’s plans for retire-
ment, as he suggested,
should have been worked
out. Celebrate the good
things about WVU and don’t
reward the bad

Damage has been done in
this case, and I hope it can
be fixed before it goes too
far. I expect that a coach
who has been there longer
than any at WVU should be
treated as a professional,
dedicated, and celebrated
member of our faculty.

This is a big black mark
on WVU’s reputation and I
feel will cause a ripple of bad
public opinion for good rea-
son. There’s just plain hu-
man decency that should be
practiced wherever you work.

Gail C. VanVoorhis
Morgantown

Joining union again
BY DENNIS MAUST

We need to marry. All of
us! According to one study,
West Virginia is at the bot-
tom of the rankings for
health and well-being.

Even FOX News is wor-
ried about me. They cited
another study telling me to
get married to lower my risk
of heart disease.

Twenty-one years ago,
The Dominion Post pub-
lished my letter
that urged
fellow West
Vi r g i n i a n s
to support
lifting the
ban on military
service by
gays and les-
bians. And it
worked; un-
fortunately, it
took 18 more
years for the
military and
Congress to
repeal the hor-
rific “D o n’t
ask, don’t tell”
policy that forced
soldiers to live a lie.

I don’t know if I have
another 18 years before my
ticker gives out. Marriage
could save me (from the
heart disease not unknown
in my family). But West Vir-
ginia, it has to be civil mar-
riage equality, or I’m
doomed. And marriage will
get us out of the cellar in
those awful rankings.

I’m home again in Mor-
gantown. West Virginia
doggedly beckons its chil-
dren home. She was cele-
brating her 150th birthday
last year. The DMV gave me
a special Sesquicentennial
license plate.

Now 2014 is upon us. Mar-
riage equality remains par-
tial. I urge my home state to
grant all its citizens the free-
dom to marry. Seventeen
states and the federal gov-
ernment already do.

At WVU’s College of Law
one recent evening, the topic
was civil marriage equality.
Hoppy Kercheval inter-
viewed Evan Wolfson,
founder and president of
Freedom to Marry. To me, it
seems a small but significant
battle in a larger, nefarious
war. Much like a sporting
event, teams and fans speak
of winning and losing.

Such partisan talk is
troubling. No one loses.
Those who can already mar-
ry continue life undeterred
while fellow Americans gain
dignity guaranteed by the
Constitution.

When slaves were eman-
cipated, free men did not lose
liberty. When women were
allowed to own property, giv-
en the right to vote, and of-

fered the opportunity to
serve in the military, men
lost nothing. When interra-
cial couples were allowed to
wed, marriage rights for oth-
ers did not diminish. As gays
and lesbians serve their
country now, sometimes
making the ultimate sacri-
fice abroad, is it right they
be second-class citizens at
home? Civil marriage equal-
ity does not create winners
and losers. It makes us equal.

Churches do not lose any-
thing. The government

does not tell
churches to
bless mar-
riages, just as
it does not tell

churches to
recognize di-

vorces. Like-
wise, churches
opposed
should not dic-
tate to church-
es favoring, es-
pecially those
that bless

same-sex mar-
ria g es.

Consider the
larger issue of ho-

mosexuality: The
Bible does not address

it. A man who lies with a
man in biblical times is as-
sumed to be heterosexual.
“N at u r a l ” roles for men and
women were determined by
anatomy. Not until West Vir-
ginia became a state did “ho -
mosexual” even become a
word. Sure, differences in at-
traction and desire were not
unknown, but only recently
have we understood them to
be natural.

A straight friend and fel-
low Air Force officer, now a
psychologist, helped me
come out 22 years ago. His
opposition to homosexuality
fell away, he told me, when
he researched its presence
in the animal kingdom. If we
do not grant animals the
conscious capacity to choose
their sexuality, he said, then

55-C

“I can only assume that your editorial
writer tripped over the First Amend-
ment and thought it was the office
c at . ”

E.B. White
American writer, 1899-1985

Montani semper liberi redux

Charles C.
Haynes

“A free people will be shewing that
they are so, by their Freedom of
S p e e ch . ”

Thomas Gordon
British journalist, 1720

CHARLES C.
HAYNES

GUEST COMMENTARY

Ask of yourself:
When did I

consciously choose
my sexuality? When
did I have that con-
versation? Could I
choose otherwise?

SEE UNION, 2-D
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BY WANDA FRANZ
On Friday, after the close of

business, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin
vetoed the Pain Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act. He claimed
the bill was unconstitutional — a
determination that is usually left
to the courts.

He used, as an excuse, the
cour ts’ invalidation of Arizona’s
“Mother’s Health and Safety Act”
—a law that is very different from
the Pain Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act passed by our Leg-
i s l at u re.

Furthermore, the governor ne-
glects to mention that 10 other
states have passed laws identical
to the Pain Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act. Of these laws,
eight have gone into effect with-
out being challenged. In two
states, these laws are in the
courts. The fact is: So far, Pain
Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act legislation has never been
found unconstitutional.

A bill practically identical to our
Pain Capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act passed the U.S. House of
Representatives on June 18, 2013,
with all three members of the West
Virginia congressional delegation
(in the House) voting for it.

Presumably, they did not con-
sider the bill to be unconstitution-
al. Tomblin seems to have joined
the small minority of Americans
(12 percent) who want abortion to
be legal for any reason throughout
all nine months of pregnancy. So
much for his claim to be pro-life.

The Pain Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act is designed
to introduce a new standard that
can co-exist with the abortion de-
cisions of 1973, Roe vs. Wade and
Doe vs. Bolton.

This bill reflects new medical
research, which demonstrates
that unborn babies feel pain be-
ginning by at least 20 weeks in the
womb. This research has revo-
lutionized the practice of fetal
medicine and fetal surgery. It es-
tablishes a compelling state in-
terest in protecting life in the
womb from the cruel pain of abor-
tion procedures by outlawing
abortion after 20 weeks, except to
protect the life of the mother.

Supreme Court Justice Antho-
ny Kennedy (the swing vote on the
Supreme Court) has written in his
abortion opinions that states have
a “constitutional role in defining
their interests in the abortion de-
b at e, ” and that they “may take
measures to ensure the medical
profession and its members are
viewed as healer, sustained by a
compassionate and rigorous ethic
and cognizant of the dignity and
value of human life, even life
which cannot survive without the
assistance of others.”

The Pain Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act is designed
to be constitutional using these
s t a n d a rd s.

In this legislative session, our
compassionate legislators passed
legislation designed to protect chil-
dren from bodily harm due to child
neglect and abuse. It was only ap-
propriate that they also passed the
Pain Capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act, which recognizes the
need for such protection begin-
ning at 20 weeks in the womb.

The governor’s veto has
demonstrated a lack of compas-
sion for these innocent children
suffering horrific pain during
late-term abortions.

WANDA FRANZ is the president of West
Virginians for Life. She lives in
Morgantown. This commentary should be
considered another point of view and not
necessarily the opinion or editorial policy
of The Dominion Post.

Hoping against hope: It will always be a people thing

10 percent chance,” a subject might
answer. If the researchers then told
the subject that the odds were ac-
tually higher — say that there was
actually a 20 percent chance of the
desirable outcome — the subject
was usually quick to adjust his own
chances upward to 20 percent too.
So far, he’s behaving rationally:
The subject has rationally updated
his estimate based on feedback.

But if, after the subject gave his
initial answer of 10 percent, the
researcher provided bad news, ex-
plaining that actually the odds
were more like 5 percent, the test
subject was less likely to adjust his
original estimate, apparently be-
lieving that somehow his own

chances were better than average.
Humans believe in luck: In

their good-luck charms, their
lucky numbers, their lucky un-
derwear, even. We resist updating
assessments when the feedback is
bad but are eager and adept at
making upward adjustments
when the feedback is good.

That cognitive asymmetry of
hope is so pervasive in humans
that its exception is considered a
disease: Clinical depression. Cog-
nitive-behavioral therapists have
long framed depression as a dis-
order of cognitive distortions. A
person irrationally believes that
because she once experienced a
real trauma of having failed, or of
having been rejected or aban-
doned, she then has trouble be-
lieving in the likelihood of ever
having success or strong, happy
relationships. In other words, the
depressed person is resistant to
updating expectations, even when
the feedback is good, instead ma-
lignantly embracing bad feedback

until it marinates every neuron.
Yet despite this picture of de-

pression as pathological distortion,
considerable research has shown
that individuals suffering from de-
pression are often more accurate in
their assessment of the world than
are healthy control subjects. “Sad -
der but wiser,” as the jargon goes.

For those counted among the
effectively healthy, hope is sustain-
ing. We are able to ignore the reality
of death. We believe our love will be
requited, our efforts rewarded, and
that nothing bad would ever happen
to Bambi’s mother in real life.

And then, recently we realized
with an aching sadness how much
we ’d been holding out for the news
that somewhere, on an uncharted
island in the south Indian Ocean,
239 people were safely waiting to
rejoin their loved ones.

ROBERT M. SAPOLSKY is a professor
of neuroscience at Stanford University
and the author of “A Primate’s Memoir,”
among other books. He wrote this for the
Los Angeles Times.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Luck’s decision-making
skills lacking a lot

I have lived in Morgantown
for almost three years now and
have noticed a few things that I
find disturbing concerning
WVU athletics

In my time here, I have not
seen nor have I heard any bad
press concerning coach Craig
Turnbull. He for all appear-
ances has been a fine upstand-
ing citizen, a wonderful coach
and a great example of what
sportsmanship is about.

While wins are important to
the players and fan base, I find it
more important that he teaches
the lessons of sportsmanship;
and how to deal with winning
with grace and disappointment
in a constructive manner. Every-
one deals with disappointment
in life, and the valuable lessons
his teams have learned around
this are more important than
how to deal with wins.

On the other hand, we have
the opposite example. (Athletic
director) Oliver Luck has made
two degenerates his golden boys.
Yes, I say degenerates and yes,
t h at ’s is my opinion. Coach Hug-
gins is a cussing, crude, abusive
person to play for. It is depress-
ing to me to watch and hear him
drop the F-bomb and set such a
poor example to those young
men whose parents allow them
here to support WVU. He does
not teach anything except bul-
lying and sets the example that if
you throw a big enough fit, then
you will get attention and hope-
fully what you’re after.

Then there is the WVU foot-
ball coach Dana Holgorsen .
Here we have someone who
comes to town, is here a week
and getting bad press. His in-
ability to take any kind of re-
sponsibility for personal behav-
ior has been reflected in his ap-
proach to team wins and losses.
He is more than willing to take
credit for wins, but passes the
buck for losses. He does not win
with grace, nor does he deal
with disappointment well.

The simple fact that Luck has
taken our one shining example
and kicked him to the curb (one
year before his retirement) and
held onto (and given ridiculous
contracts to) these two less than
sterling examples of humanity
says an awful lot about what
kind of man Luck is.

I am not an alumna, but if I
we re , I would be ashamed to say
that my alma matter has re-
tained an athletic director with
such poor decision-making skills.

Tanya Mullins
Morgantown

Term limits, ousting
incumbents can help

Taxes have been known to go
only one way — up. However,
our government is not satisfied
with the high rate of taxation.

They (Congress) have taken
to double taxing income. Social
Security benefits have been
taxed prior to the receipt of
benefits. However, 85 percent of
benefits are taxable.

T hat’s where the double tax-
ation occurs. Taxes are deduct-
ed on gross income, then taxed
again upon receipt of Social Se-
curity benefits. The same thing
holds true for annuities. It has
been estimated that the first six
months of the year are devoted
to payment of taxes — all types.
How much higher can they go?

Congress has not been able to
get a handle on spending. Its
members want to help as many
people as possible to get votes.
Two expenditures are big items in
the national budget: Foreign aid
and subsidies. Imagine borrowing
money to give it away. That’s why
our money has lost its value.
There is too much of it around.

Foreign governments always
have their hands out for dona-
tions, and our government is
willing to oblige.

As far as subsidies are con-
cerned, you name the business
and the government subsidizes
it — all to get votes for re-elec-
tion. Even large corporations
receive subsidies.

This country is operated by
those who donate to the elec-
tion campaigns; our represen-
tatives are beholden to contrib-
utors. Congress will not do
wh at ’s best for the country —
only what’s best for their
chances of re-election to office.

Another way to control expen-
ditures is to limit congressional
members to two terms. However,
that won’t happen, either, be-
cause members of Congress will
not vote for term limits.

The alternative is to oust in-
cumbents in hopes that new
representatives will do better.

Pat Julius
Morgantown

it cannot go against nature.
Ask of yourself: When did I
consciously choose my sexual-
ity? When did I have that con-
versation? Could I choose oth-
erwise?

The overarching biblical
message of kindness and love is
getting lost in ancient purity
laws. Why focus on banning civ-
il marriage equality but not ban
divorce? Will we soon close all
tattoo shops, stop shellfish con-
sumption and refuse clothes of
mixed threads? Will we discon-
tinue crop rotation and planting
tomatoes next to green peppers?
Will we remove children from
single-parent homes and dis-
solve marriages that produce no
offspring after 10 or 20 years?
Will we prohibit octogenarians
from marrying? Which abomi-
nation becomes the next reli-
gious priority for civil law?

Like it or not, change is com-
ing. Younger generations already
understand equality and practice
fairness. They grow up, go to
school, play sports, and work to-
gether with non-straight friends
and relatives. An increasing ma-
jority of all Americans now favor
civil marriage equality. Younger
Americans favor it overwhelm-
ingly. The Washington Post re -
ports three out of four Ameri-
cans younger than 30 support
same-sex marriage.

Marriage is not legal for me in
West Virginia. Sure, I could mar-
ry in Maryland, Massachusetts,
or even Iowa. But West Virginia
is home, and it does not welcome
me or the person I love.

Even though my ticker is get-
ting older, I expect to embrace
marriage equality in my lifetime.

West Virginia joined the union
150 years ago to bring freedom to
all. Let’s join the union again to-
day to stand up for civil marriage
equality. Future generations will
be grateful and proud.

Kids will move back because
they won’t have to worry about
heart disease. We will avoid by-
pass surgeries, perk up the hous-
ing market, boom the economy,
improve our well-being, and move
up from the bottom of all those
judgmental lists. Everyone who
loves someone will be able to get
married. Montani semper liberi.

DENNIS MAUST is a graduate of
Morgantown High and the U.S. Air
Force Academy. He served more than
13 years in the U.S. Air Force, logging
more than 2,500 hours as an A-10
fighter pilot and instructor pilot. He is a
major in the Ready Reserve. This
commentary should be considered
another point of view and not
necessarily the opinion or editorial
policy of The Dominion Post.

STOP ME IF YOU’VE HEARD this one.
What did the college graduate say
to his friends? “I have a degree in
liberal arts. Would you like fries
with that?”

Even though the job market is
improving, many recent gradu-
ates are struggling to find work —
and, equally pertinent, work in
their field of study. This has led to
more scrutiny of “outcomes” at
colleges and universities, which
are anxious to demonstrate in
measurable ways that their grad-
uates can succeed. What have
they learned? Did they get jobs?
How much do they earn?

These aren’t questions just for
individual families, but for a
country that is backing gazillions
each year in federal student
loans. Is our investment paying
off, or are more political science
majors serving up soy lattes?

College-placement officers are
all-too-aware of the scrutiny, and
the smart ones are taking action.
Job-focused programs on campus
— such as cooperative education
and internships — are growing
and are even placing more Amer-
ican students overseas to work, in
response to employer desires for
globally competent workers.

At The College of Saint Rose, in
Albany, N.Y., for example, intern-
ships are a requirement for grad-
uation for that quintessential of
liberal arts graduates, the En-
glish major. Saint Rose began this
requirement in 2007. One under-
graduate managed social media
for a local credit union.

A Saint Rose official has said
the school feels a deep respon-
sibility to make sure students
d o n’t leave after graduation feel-
ing as if they’ve been set adrift.

Internships have long been
customary for business majors,
but now “students in all majors
are seeing the value in obtaining
practical work experience in their
field prior to
g raduation,”
said Scott N.
Maynard, di-
rector of the
career center
and coopera-
tive education
at Mississippi
State Univer-
sity. He spoke
on behalf of
the national
C o o p e r at ive
Education &
Internship As-
s o c i at i o n .

Students
are looking to offset college ex-
penses and set themselves apart in
the job market, Maynard said. “Ex -
perience is one of the key factors
employers look to.”

Cooperative education, like in-
ternships, is expanding. Co-ops
integrate work into the student’s
academic program, with work as-
signments ranging from a sum-
mer to 2 1/2 years. Unlike many
internships, co-ops are paid and
often lead to job offers after grad-
uation. Co-ops were formerly the
province of engineers, but busi-
ness and industry co-op programs
are flourishing.

Maynard said the real-world
training can make for more en-
gaged students who “c o n t r i bu t e
more to classroom discussion and
usually make better grades.”

All of this practicality is encour-
aging, but it would be a mistake to
neglect more abstract qualities like
critical thinking and the ability to
deal with ambiguity. Andy Lock-
wood, who runs Lockwood College
Consulting, in Glen Head, N.Y., says
employers want graduates who
make eye contact, articulate ideas
and can put down a cellphone.

“A lot of that is nonacademic,”
Lockwood said. “It’s unfair to put
the entire burden for skill de-
velopment on colleges. Kids need
to be proactive, speak in class,
talk to professors, learn commu-
nication skills.”

I agree. As much as society
might benefit from colleges tak-
ing an unformed high school
graduate and moving her along a
conveyor belt into the world of
work — with the help of intern-
ships and co-ops — t h at ’s not re-
alistic. Ultimately, students have
to determine to make opportu-
nities for themselves. Or grab a
spatula and start flipping.

ANNE MICHAUD is interactive editor for
Newsday Opinion and on Newsday’s
editorial board. Readers may email her at
anne.michaud@newsday.com.

LETTER TO EDITOR
MAIL LETTERS to the editor
to The Dominion Post, 1251
Earl L. Core Road, Morgan-
town, WV 26505. Email letters
to opinion@dominionpost.com.
Include your name and phone
number for confirmation pur-
poses. Letters should not ex-
ceed 300 words.

Let courts rule if
abortion measure
unconstitutional

THE DEFINING FEATURE of human
brains is the size and complexity of
the cortex, which provides the un-
derpinnings of rationality for our
actions. But just because we have
more developed cortexes doesn’t
mean we are always rational de-
cision-makers. We humans con-
stantly find ourselves loving the
wrong person, buying things we
d o n’t have the money for and be-
lieving that fad diets consisting of
nothing but sundaes will work.

To be human is to hope against
hope. When it comes to deci-
sion-making and risk assessment,
we tend to think in an asymmet-
rical manner that feeds an opti-
mistic outlook and denies discour-
agement. This has been shown in
recent work by Christina Mout-
siana and colleagues at University
College London and published in
the prestigious Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

In their study, the researchers
asked test subjects to estimate the
likelihood of something desirable
happening to them. “T here’s a

Students must
get real, while
colleges help

ANNE
MICHAUD

Ultimately,
students
have to

determine to
make oppor-
tunities for
themselves.

Or grab a
spatula and

start
flipping.

ROBERT M.
SAPOLSKY
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